
Society of the Descendants of 
Washington’s Army at Valley Forge 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
App Version: 2024-2026

Do not use this application after June 1,2026

APPLICATION FEES
Annual Membership: 
18 and older 
Dues (refunded if not able to join):  $30 annually 
Application Fee (not refunded):  $25  
TOTAL = $55 payable to “DVF” 

Under the age of 18 (Junior member) 
Dues (refunded if not able to join):  $10 annually 
Application Fee (not refunded):  $25  
TOTAL = $35 payable to “DVF” 

Life Membership: 
Application Fee (not refunded):  $25  
Life Membership Fee is $350.00 with less than 10 years paid membership. For more information, please visit 
our website on the Membership Page: valleyforgesociety.com 
TOTAL = $375 payable to “DVF” 

Supplemental Application: 
$25 payable to “DVF” 

Before signing and mailing anything, please review the application checklist. Email the application and supporting 
docu-ments to Sharon Mayne Withers, Commissary General of Musters, smwithers@twc.com.  DVF reviews and 
preapproves the ap-plication before you mail anything. 

After the DVF CGM approves your application, the printed, signed application top page and appropriate fees must be 
mailed to: 

Questions?   
Contact Carole Cornell
 DVF Membership Chair  
ccornel1234@verizon.net

Sharon Mayne Withers
2792 Ashbrooke Drive
Lexington, KY 40513.

https://www.valleyforgesociety.com/
mailto:smwithers@twc.com
mailto:smwithers@twc.com


APPLICATION NOTES
Failure to follow these guidelines may result in the application’s being returned to the applicant for revision.  
All applications must be computer generated.  Please use the DVF Application Checklist to ensure accuracy. 

Eligibility for Membership: 

Any person of any age, regardless of race, religion, or ethnic background who can prove direct lineal descent from a pa-
triot of the American Revolution who wintered at Valley Forge during the period of December 19, 1777 – June 19, 1778 
is eligible for membership. Members under the age of 18 are called Junior members. 

Formatting the Information: 

The correct format for entering dates is:  dd mmm yyy 
Ex:  1 Jan 1900        NOT: 1/Jan/1900 or 01/01/1900 

The correct format for entering places is:  city or twp county state 
Ex:  Washington Washington Co PA        NOT: Washington Washington PA   

Printing the Form: 

The form must be printed on one side of white 8.5” x 11” paper.  

Preparing the Proof for Each Generation: 

 Copies of all documentation should be clear and readable.
 Acceptable sources may include, but are not limited to, birth or

baptismal records, death records, wills, probate records.
 Transcribe all handwritten proof.  Submit both the transcription

and the proof.
 Underline all pertinent names, facts, and dates with red pencil,

indicating the appropriate generations (G1, G2, etc.)  Example
shown to the right.

 Do not use staples.  If you feel you must group documents
together, such as a 3-page will, use paper clips.

Preparing the Proof for Service at Valley Forge: 

Proof of service at Valley Forge during the period of December 19, 
1777 – June 19, 1778 must be furnished.  If the patriot is on the official “Muster Roll” (http://valleyforgemusterroll.org/
muster.asp ) then that may be used as proof of service as long as it can be proven that the patriot on the muster roll is the 
patriot on the application.  For example, there are two privates names Asa Smith from Massachusetts on the muster roll.  
It is required to prove the ancestor’s correct identity.  This muster roll is not comprehensive, so applicants may often 
prove a new patriot to join. 

Using Other Lineage Society Applications as Proof: 

Proven information from applications from the following lineage societies have been approved for use as proof for any 
generation on the application as long as acceptable proof was provided for the information on that application: 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution,  National Society Sons of the American 
Revolution,  National Society Sons of the Revolution,   The Society of the Cincinnati,  Jamestowne 
Society,  General Society of Mayflower Descendants,  National Society Daughters of the American 
Colonists,  National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims,  The National Society Colonial 
Dames XVII Century,  The Colonial Dames of America,  National Society Daughters of Colonial 
Wars,  General Society of Colonial Wars  

Please provide a record copy of the approved lineage society application with the DVF application and cite it as the 
source where applicable. 

http://valleyforgemusterroll.org/muster.asp
http://valleyforgemusterroll.org/muster.asp
http://valleyforgemusterroll.org/muster.asp


Society of the Descendants of 

Washington’s Army at Valley Forge 
Membership 

Mr. ____   Mrs. ____   Ms. ____   Miss ____   Dr. ____   Rev. ____   Other __________

Name  ___________________________________________________________________ 
(First Name) (Middle and Maiden Name) (Last Name) 

Residence  ________________________________________________________________ 
         (Number) (Street)  (City)  (State) (Zip Code + 4) 

Applicant’s Email Address  _____________________________________________  Phone:  (_______) _____________________ 

Name as you wish it to appear on DVF Certificate _______________________________________________________________ 

ANCESTOR’S RECORD OF SERVICE AT VALLEY FORGE; 

Ancestor who served at Valley Forge between December 19, 1777—June 19, 1778 ________________________________________ 

Rank and Unit and/or service performed _______________________________________________________________________ 

Source citation(s) of acceptable proof for Rank and Unit and/or service performed ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Death _________________________ Place of Burial __________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Proof of soldier ’s service at Valley Forge Encampment must be enclosed.  This includes such documentation as the 
“Muster Roll,” “Pension Affidavit,” or some other acceptable record. 

ELIGIBILITY CLAUSE:  From the Bylaws 
“Applicants for membership shall submit a completed copy of the Society's lineage form, detailing their descent from an officer or 
enlisted man who served in a military unit under the direct command of General George Washington while he and they were head-
quartered at Valley Forge between December 19, 1777 and June 19, 1778. Applicants shall provide sufficient documentation and 
proof not only for their qualifying ancestor but also for the vital statistics of the succeeding generations including their own. The 
application shall be directed to the Commissary-General of Musters, accompanied by an application fee as set by the Society, and 
dues for the first year of membership.” 

Applicant further says that the said ________________________________________ (name of ancestor) is his or her ancestor 
and that the statements set forth are true to the best of his or her knowledge and belief.   

Signature of Applicant _________________________________________________________  Date _______________________ 

________________________________________________________ ______________ 
Approved by Commissary-General of Musters      Date 

DVF Use Only 

DVF Use Only 

Membership 
Number: 

Before signing and mailing anything, please email the application and supporting documents to 
Sharon Mayne Withers, DVF Commissary-General of Musters, smwithers@twc.com.  DVF 
reviews and verifies the application before anything is mailed.

Requested printed materials and appropriate fees must be mailed to: 
Sharon Mayne Withers
DVF Commissary-General of Musters
2792 Ashbrooke Drive
Lexington, KY 40513

_______________________________ 
Received 

_______________________________ 
FEE PAID 

_______________________________ 
Check # 

The application, information thereon, and supplemental data become the property of the Society of the Descendants of Washington’s 
Army at Valley Forge.   

A check or money order in the amount of $55 must accompany this completed Membership Application Form.  See the alternative 
application fees if the applicant is either under the age of 18, desires Life Membership, or is pursuing a Supplemental Application. 

All checks are payable to DVF. Last Updated Sept 2024

This application is for (check one) 

____ Annual Membership 

____ Life Membership 

____ Supplemental Ancestor 

mailto:smwithers@twc.com


LINEAGE 
1. (applicant’s birth name as found on  birth certificate) ____________________________________________________ declare

I was born on _____________________________________ at ______________________________________________________ 

married on _______________________________________ at ______________________________________________________ 

to ______________________________________________ born on__________________________________________________ 

at ______________________________________________ died or divorced __________________________________________ 

(2) married on ____________________________________ at ______________________________________________________

to ______________________________________________ born on__________________________________________________ 

at ______________________________________________ died or divorced __________________________________________ 

I am the biological child of 

2. _____________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________  

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

3. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

4. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

5. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

6. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

7. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

8. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

9. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

10. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 



REFERENCES 

Give below the citations of sources for proof of EACH statement of birth, marriage, and death dates and places; and the connection from the appli-

cant through the generation of the Patriot Ancestor. Vital records should be cited as BC, MC, DC, etc. Published authorities should be cited by title, 

author, date of publication, volume and page. Vital records and other sources found on the internet must have a complete citation, such as IN, Mar-

riage Recs, Shelby, 1909 –1911 Vol 20, Ancestry; Death Register, Clarke Co, 1853–1896 FHL #2056978; TS Photo, Findagrave, Mem #12345678. 

1st Gen. 

2nd Gen. 

3rd Gen. 

4th Gen. 

5th Gen. 

6th Gen. 

7th Gen. 

8th Gen. 

9th Gen. 

10th Gen. 



LINEAGE  (Continued—Use only if you need more than 10 generations) 

11. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

12. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

13. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

14. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

15. The said _____________________________________   was the biological child of

__________________________________ born ______________________________ at ______________________________ 

died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  and his (1st ________) wife 

__________________________________ born  ______________________________ at  ______________________________ 

 died at ____________________________    on ______________________________  Married—Date ____________________ 

at _______________________________ 

REFERENCES (Continued—Use only if you need more than 10 generations) 

Give below the citations of sources for proof of EACH statement of birth, marriage, and death dates and places; and the connection from the appli-

cant through the generation of the Patriot Ancestor. Vital records should be cited as BC, MC, DC, etc. Published authorities should be cited by title, 

author, date of publication, volume and page. Vital records and other sources found on the internet must have a complete citation, such as IN, Mar-

riage Recs, Shelby, 1909 –1911 Vol 20, Ancestry; Death Register, Clarke Co, 1853–1896 FHL #2056978; TS Photo, Findagrave, Mem #12345678. 

11th Gen. 

12th Gen. 

13th Gen. 

14th Gen. 

15th Gen. 



MY REVOLUTIONARY ANCESTOR WAS MARRIED (This section is optional) 

1st to _________________________________  at  _______________________________________  date _______________

2nd to _________________________________  at  _______________________________________  date _______________

3rd to _________________________________  at  _______________________________________  date _______________ 

CHILDREN OF REVOLUTIONARY ANCESTOR (This section is optional) 

As Proven by: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Names                    Date/Place of Birth To whom married, 
noting if married more than once 

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

______________________________  ________________________ __________________________________________

Before signing and mailing anything, please email the application and supporting documents to Sharon Mayne Withers, 
DVF Commissary-General of Musters (CGM) smwithers@twc.com The DVF CGM will review and verify the
application before you mail anything. 

After the DVF CGM approves your application, the printed, signed application top page and appropriate fees must be
mailed to: 

        Sharon Mayne Withers
        2792 Ashbrooke Drive
        Lexington, KY 40513

All checks are payable to DVF. 

Questions?   
Contact Carole Cornell 
DVF Membership Chair 
ccornel1234@verizon.net

Last Updated September 2024

mailto:smwithers@twc.com
mailto:smwithers@twc.com

	at: 
	at_2: 
	at_3: 
	Mrs: 
	Mr: 
	Ms: 
	Miss: 
	Dr: 
	Rev: 
	Other: 
	Annual Membership: Off
	Life Membership: Off
	Supplemental Ancestor: Off
	Name: 
	Residence: 
	Email: 
	Phone area code: 
	Phone: 
	Name on Certificate: 
	Rank and Unit: 
	Source line 1: 
	Source line 2: 
	Date of Death: 
	Place of Burial: 
	Ancestor: 
	Text38: 
	Text39: 
	Text40: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: 
	Text44: 
	Text45: 
	Text46: 
	Text47: 
	Text48: 
	Text49: 
	Text50: 
	Text51: 
	Text52: 
	Text53: 
	Text54: 
	Text55: 
	Text56: 
	Text57: 
	Text58: 
	Text59: 
	Text60: 
	Text61: 
	Text62: 
	Text63: 
	Text64: 
	Text65: 
	Text66: 
	Text67: 
	Text68: 
	Text69: 
	Text70: 
	Text71: 
	Text72: 
	Text73: 
	Text74: 
	Text75: 
	Text76: 
	Text77: 
	Text78: 
	Text79: 
	Text80: 
	Text81: 
	Text82: 
	Text83: 
	Text84: 
	Text85: 
	Text86: 
	Text87: 
	Text88: 
	Text89: 
	Text90: 
	Text91: 
	Text92: 
	Reviewed By: 


