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The Cover
We have always taken pride in our covers. This one is special for a number of reasons,
one of which is it features new DVF junior member Gideon Daniels. Gideon was 5 when
the photo was taken at the 2019 Tennessee SAR state meeting. See the Editorial for
more information.
Gideon, his brothers Ivan and Cohen along with Mom Melodie are welcome additions to
this organization. It is refreshing to see youth that are interested in history and not being
prodded by parents or grandparents into something they don’t care for.
In this case history is fun and is experienced. At our Let Freedom Ring program last summer 6 year old Gideon who was part of the color guard, came forward and rang the bell
for one of the colonies. Its up to us to ring the bell and call to our junior members!
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Editorial

By Tim Massey

I took the photo on the cover. It was at the 2019 Tennessee SAR State meeting in Franklin.
Then five year old Gideon Daniels was ready to march in with the color guard. Yes, the adult
full blown SAR color guard. He has been a color guardsman since he was 4. He carries a
wooden rife and he knows the commands and the drills. His 13 year old brother is a drummer
and his 10 year old brother a fifer. They are good, better than a lot of adults with a lifetime of
experience.
Gideon's Mom Melodie is one of my closest friends. That is not why he is on the cover. When
I took the picture I knew it was special, in it I see many things. I see a good looking young
man that is impeccably dressed in period correct attire. The hat is the real deal, not a cheap
knockoff, the shirt and waistcoat are handmade. The scarf is a Burnley & Trowbridge, an exact copy of museum scarfs. He is dressed exactly like a young man would have been
dressed.
Gideon and his brothers know more history than a lot of historians, that is because they live it,
every day. They are not afraid to try new things and they read and study. They have volunteered at historic parks and other venues since they were toddlers. They are leaders in the chapter and state societies of
CAR. They are all active junior members of SAR.
Their Mom is active in DAR and is an adult leader of CAR.
She homeschools her children and that accounts for their incredible historical talents. Their Dad Josh is active in SAR.
Recently Gideon had just got a new bicycle and was ridding it
when the mail came. Susan Gillette Meer had sent him 3 children's books about Valley Forge. He stopped, got off the bicycle and without removing his helmet starting reading about Valley Forge.

Gideon, his Mom and brothers are all new members of DVF. We don’t have the number of
junior members that we used to. We are long overdue for a fire to be lit and our junior membership to once again swell. Lets make introducing those young minds to their family heritage
and DVF a priority. A junior membership and a set of books is a great place to start. More importantly is that spark provided by a special parent, grandparent, Uncle or Aunt. You can witness your excitement for DVF reflected in them. Sign them up and bring them to the annual
Encampment in 2021 at Valley Forge. It’s a gift that will be cherished forever.
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Commander in Chief
Dear DVF Members,
So many good things to share about DVF, it is difficult to know where to
begin. First, I hope that you and your family are staying safe and are finding
Susan Gillette Meer
things to do to make life enjoyable during this difficult time. Despite my ability to talk to anyone and speak in front of crowds, I am actually quite introverted. Being isolated at
home with just my family is quite enjoyable and I am passing the time with much work to do for DVF.
I have been presenting my program via Zoom, The Encampment at Valley Forge, to various groups
around the United States. Twenty-five presentations have been done so far with fifteen or more
scheduled for the coming months. If you have a group to which you would like me to present, please
let me know.

I am looking forward to our DVF Book Club which will take place on Friday, January 22, 2021, at
7:00 pm Eastern. We encourage you to read the book Following the Drum: The Women at the Valley Forge Encampment and attend the meeting to discuss the book with the author, Nancy K. Loane.
Pre-registration for this event is required. I hope to see you there.
Our membership team is going through the backlog of applications, having approved 80 applications
since September with almost 50 more in the queue. We are making progress and I am thankful for
the work of Morgan Elliott, Sharon Withers, Jolene Dodge, Brenda Reeder, and Tim Massey. They
are doing an amazing job helping with the approval process.
Communication is a strong theme this term with information being disseminated through this newsletter, monthly emails, the private Facebook group, and the Members Section of the website. Please
make sure you send me your email address if you aren’t receiving the monthly email. We want you
to stay connected to DVF and hear all the news as soon as possible. Encampment information will
come out soon, and although it will be published in the newsletter, you will receive the information
faster with the other methods. Please put June 17-19, 2021, on your calendar now for Encampment
at Valley Forge. Whether you attend virtually or in person, it will be a time for friendship and fun.
A few new projects have arisen within recent months. In November, we donated $3,000 to fund a
complete overhaul of the Valley Forge Muster Roll website (www.ValleyForgeMusterRoll.org) that
the public and our prospective members use. The site should be ready by 2021 with much better
searchable features and new information. In addition, the Long Range Planning Committee has been
meeting, planning in the beginning stages for our nation’s Semiquincentennial (250 years) celebration and how DVF will be involved. Also being planned, our society is beginning a sock and food
drive this winter in honor of the cold and hungry patriots that encamped at Valley Forge. Since we
are not together in one location, we are encouraging you to take your donations to a location near
you. Please read about the drive in this newsletter to find out how you can donate socks or food.
As always, please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. You are a valued member of our society, and I strive to serve everyone with my leadership.
Sincerely, Susan Gillette Meer, Commander-in-Chief
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George Mitchell
Historian General

I am honored to have been elected as your Historian General for the next term. I look
forward to working with our new Commander-in-Chief and the rest of the staff over
the next couple of years. I also want to take this opportunity to send congratulations
to Susan Gillett Meer for being elected as our new Commander-in-Chief. Also,
thanks to past CnC Rick Abbott for the great job he did during his term as Commander-in-Chief.
As the Historian General, part of my duties consists of writing an article for each
issue of the Encampment. My hope is that I can provide articles that will be interesting to read and perhaps enrich your knowledge of Valley Forge and life for our ancestors who served with General Washington.
This first article was written in 1980 by Historian General J. Kenneth Graham. It was
later updated by Tim Massey. The version below is a combination of those articles as
well as a couple of other minor additions. I think it is
always good to know the history of any organization
where you are a member.

HISTORY OF DVF
Until the Bicentennial of American Independence, there had been no general effort to
draw up the roll of more than 3,000 soldiers who were believed to have died in and
around Valley Forge Pennsylvania while encamped there with General George Washington during the fateful winter of 1777-78 and the months that followed. The Society
of the Descendants of Washington's Army at Valley Forge was founded by Mr. Donald G. Cronan (right) of Manhassett, New York for the purpose of compiling a roll
and preserving the identity of the individual soldiers, especially those who lie in unmarked graves.

Don Cronan
In 1975 Cronan, a member of the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission
Society Founder
visited the park at Valley Forge for the first time. He had recently discovered that his
ancestor had been at Valley Forge but had not left when the army marched out. Cronan was disappointed to find
no marker or even a roll listing the honored dead of Valley Forge.
On March 25, 1976, Cronan submitted the official application with the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration to make the forming of the Society a registered Bicentennial project. (#022453) The main objective of
this new society would be the compilation of the roll of the soldiers that died in or near the Valley Forge Encampment. The scope has changed over the years to record all the honored ancestors as proven by the membership
through their documented applications.

The official organizing date is March 25, 1976. Charter members were the first 79 members who joined.
On October 23, 1976, the Organizational Committee met for dedicatory prayer at Washington's Headquarters at
Valley Forge. They then held a ceremony at the statue of General Washington where there was a trumpet fanfare
sounded in honor of General Washington. It was followed by a roll call to the sound of a drum roll of Valley
Forge ancestors of all Society members, numbering forty-one. This was followed by “Taps” while a memorial
wreath was placed at the statue. Afterwards, the descendants then assembled in the Guild Room at the Washington
Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge to formally launch the society. There is a plaque there today representing that
original meeting.
The first annual Encampment was held for the membership on Washington's Birthday weekend 1978. The ground
was covered with snow which brought those in attendance a special reverence with the suffering of their ancestors.
The Society was organized "for the purposes of attracting the interest and support of the descendants of George
Washington's Army at Valley Forge" for educational and charitable purposes "within the meaning of section 501
(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended. " (See Article II, Bylaws.) Various scholarships and
awards are presented by the national and state organizations, known as Brigades.
The Society has continued to grow and prosper as the “honored roll” is called for those who served their country
in this time of peril.
Members prove their "descent in a direct blood line from an officer or enlisted man of proven honorable service in
a Continental Line or other military unit headquartered at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, under the com-mand of
General George Washington at any time within the calendar dates of the historic winter encampment of Washing5

ton's Army at Valley Forge, viz., December 19, 1777, through June 19, 1778." (See Article III, Bylaws.)
Through the years, various projects have been completed, recognizing the ancestors of the members. Some of
those projects are: placement of a tree in the Memorial Grove in the Valley Forge National Historic Park; naming
of a bench for the society in Washington Square, Philadelphia; and placement of a marker near the Patriots Bell
Tower at the Washington Me-moral Chapel. The marker reads: "In Honor of All Loyal Patriots who Served under the Command of General George Washington In the Winter Encampment at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania,
December 19, 1777 - June 19, 1778, and in Honor of
Donald G. Cronan, Founder of the Society, Society of
the Descendants of Washington's Army at Valley
Forge."
The Society has an annual Encampment, sometime between December 19 and June 19, usually in the Valley
Forge area. The date and location are announced several
months in advance and information is provided in issues
of the quarterly newsletter, The Encampment, which is
sent to all members of the society.
The Society has enjoyed a successive line of outstanding
Commanders in Chief through whose efforts the society
has enjoyed much growth, starting with Donald Cronan
and including, Phillip Steel, Betty Brown Miller, Barbara Waltz Stone, Tim Massey, Marion Lane, Jan Rynerson, Joyce Cole, Rick Abbott, and continuing with SuPlaque in the Martha Washington Room at the
san Meer. It was during these years the Society saw its
Washington Memorial Chapel in Valley Forge.
largest growth.

1. Members Section of the website
Go to valleyforgesociety.com and click
on "Members Section" on the far right in
a box.
2. Join our DVF email list
Go to the members website and complete the form to get on the official DVF
email list.
3. "Like" our Facebook Page
Please "Like" the public Facebook
Page: https://www.facebook.com/
ValleyForgeSociety
4. Join the DVF Facebook Group for
members
Ask to join the private Facebook Group
for members: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
DVFMembers/.
5. Complete the DVF Volunteer Form
Go to the members website and complete the short survey. We need volunteers and I'm sure you have some kind
of talent that would help our organization.
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General Staff Communications
As you are getting your calendars and planners ready for 2021, please
turn them to June and mark June 17-19 with the word ENCAMPMENT
there. Then pick up your phone and tablet and mark your calendars
there as well! Why? Well, I want this year to be a BIG return from the
Zoom meeting of last year to the reality of walking the hallowed grounds
of Valley Forge and enjoying all the activities we have planned. I am
looking to fill over 40 + rooms this year so plan to bring guest, friends,
your significant other, your spouse and even your children or grandchildren. Bring them for
the pure enjoyment of Encampment or as a way to have them become a Friend of
DVF. No matter why they join you, enjoyment is better when it’s shared with those you
love.
It won’t be long until I am giving you directions for reservations and a list of activities and
meal choices so write ENCAMPMENT on your calendar, update your phone and tablets,
plan the route for your trip, make plans to get your car tuned up and dream of warm spring
weather for a fantastic DVF experience! Let’s make this a “ friends and family “ event!
Yours in Patriotism,
Cheryl Lewicki
Inspector General

A Note From a New Junior Member
I am thankful for my ancestor George Belcher who was at Valley Forge with
Washington's Army. I am thankful for all that he did and endured to give me,
his posterity, liberties and freedoms that he didn't have when he was eleven
years old like me. I am proud to be his 6x great grandson. I am proud to have
the freedom that his father and his father's father never saw.
As we go into these winter months I am going to be thinking about the long,
frigid winter months that he went through in service to the country he was hoping to help
start. I hope I am making him proud by learning about him and the other soldiers who
served by his side.
From a Junior Member of DVF and your friend, John Cohen Daniels,

Looking for great gifts for that Junior member or young person, share the gift
of Valley Forge in a book.
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Junior Members Honoring their Ancestors
Six year old Gideon Daniels spotted this
group of school children on the playground in Rutherfordton, NC. He made
his way over to tell them about Valley
Forge and the Overmountain Men of
1780. He told them about the clothes he
was wearing and about children in that
period of our nations history. Mom Melodie dropped in to add some of her own
sage advice for the attentive group of
students.
Unplanned history presentations are a
great way to teach and reach young
minds.
A six year old teaching six year old's, Priceless!

During The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals,
six year old Gideon Daniels
led a youthful charge as part
of the adult color guard. Joining him are Emmitt and Daniel Hobbs.

Roscoe Schumann, new junior member of DVF is in a
bunk at Valley Forge where
his 6th great grandfather, 1st
Lt. Daniel Mickey of the 8th
PA regiment may have been
quartered during the winter at
Valley Forge. He is the
grandson of Bill Smith the
DVF Quartermaster General.
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Autumn Cameron
shows off her new
Tricorn hat. Autumn
and her father Joshua are in process of
joining DVF.

Chaplain’s Meditation
General Washington called Valley Forge “a dreary kind of place and uncomfortably provided.” He and his men arrived in Valley Forge just days
before Christmas, 1777. Washington’s troops were short on food, medication, clothes, and morale coming off of losses in the fall. They were not
short on disease and unsanitary conditions. The General began composing yet another
letter to the Continental Congress stating that unless his long requested provisions were
allotted for his troops, they would have no choice but to, “starve, dissolve, or disperse.”
As we approach the holiday season and new year, we may be feeling a bit of Washington
and his troops’ melancholy. Missing our loved ones, either by loss or distance, large family gathering no longer an option for most, holiday travel fraught with trials, and the specter
of disease still looming, it seems we may be down to Washington’s options he gave to
Congress in his letter. However, he and his troops prevailed through their winter in Valley
Forge and we shall as well. My prayer for our membership is for you to celebrate your
faith and traditions, and ring in 2021 with joy and hope. My hope is to see us all together
and healthy for Encampment 2021. Courtney Cunningham, Chaplain General

Friends of DVF
Do you have a friend who is a history buff but does not have an ancestor who served
1777-1778 in the Army? Need a gift for that hard to buy for relative?
Descendants of Valley Forge has the answer for you –
New to our society is the “Friends of DVF,” offered to those who are not eligible to join
but want to show public support and assistance to our society in a non-voting capacity. All donors will have the opportunity to donate in honor of or in memory of someone. DVF is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational foundation. Contributions
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. A minimum $50.00 donation is required
to become a Friend of DVF.
Each new Friend will receive: a certificate of appreciation; a Friends of DVF lapel pin; a
digital subscription to the newsletter for 1 year; an invitation to join us for Encampment,
our annual meeting, in a non-voting capacity; and their name published in our newsletter
with “in Honor of” or “in Memory of” someone.
Please refer to the Friends of DVF page of our website for details,
www.ValleyForgeSociety.com. Help
make the holidays and future birthdays
exciting for your friends and family with
inclusion into the history and sacrifice of
the Patriots at Valley Forge 1777-1778.
Peggy Salitros
National Chair, Friends of DVF
pbsalitros@gmail.com
406-740-0077
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From the desk of the Brigade Liaison Chairman
Rick Abbott
I hope everyone has enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving.
This year has been difficult with the Covid-19 Pandemic but I’m pleased to
report that the DVF Brigades have really stepped up to keeping their membership involved through Zoom meetings.
I’m pleased to report that the Indiana Brigade has reformed after years of absence. Congratulations Brigade Commander Peggy Salitros and all the new officers and Charter
Members. Formal Charter presentation and Installation of the newly elected officers will be
held, via Zoom, on January 12th, 2021. Commander-in-Chief Susan Gillette Meer will officiate.
On October 24th we held a change of command ceremony for the Texas Brigade where
Commander-in-Chief Meer installed the incoming Brigade Commander Nancy Jay. Congratulations to Nancy and a big thank you for your service to outgoing Brigade Commander Wayne Courreges, Jr.
Hello to all our Georgia residents past and present. DVF member Robert (Bob) Sapp has
been designated by Commander-in-Chief Meer as the Interim Georgia Brigade Commander for the purpose of organizing interested Georgians, holding elections and formulating
the Georgia Brigade Bylaws. Please give Bob your support as he brings the Georgia Brigade forward.
Alabama Brigade Commander Susan Royer invited Commander-in-Chief Meer and myself
to attend the Alabama Brigade Zoom meeting on November 7th. Dr. Jess Brown, retired
professor of political science at Athens State University gave us a timely presentation on
the Electoral College formation and history. Very, very interesting. In addition, the brigade
offered to include Commander-in-Chief Meer’s and my own Valley Forge ancestor’s
names/regiments on the Valley Forge themed Christmas tree displayed in the HuntsvilleMadison County Public Library. I am truly honored. Thank you Alabama.
Other Brigades have been attending Commander-in-Chief Meer’s monthly staff meetings
to keep informed of National initiatives and to let National know items of interest involving
those Brigades. If your Brigade has not been attending I
encourage you to do so.

Rick Abbott
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Alabama
Twenty-two members and guests attended a Zoom meeting of the Alabama Brigade on Saturday, August 15, 2020. The Alabama Brigade was honored to have Commander-in-Chief
Susan Gillette Meer and past Commander-in-Chief and current Brigade Liaison Committee
Chair Rick Abbott join us. Commander-in-Chief Meer installed the 2020-2022 Brigade officers and presented a program entitled “The Encampment at Valley Forge”. The program featured an informative visual history of the leaders, soldiers, living conditions, training and more
during the army’s six months encampment at Valley Forge.
On October 16, 2020 the tulip poplar Liberty Tree sapling donated by the Alabama Brigade to
the Huntsville Botanical Garden was replanted. When the sapling was originally planted at
the Garden earlier this year, an irrigation pipe was broken and the sapling had to be removed. The tree is a clone of an original Liberty Tree that was located on the campus of St.
John’s University in Annapolis, Maryland. The tree, which dates to the late 1600s, was a
meeting site for the local Sons of Liberty group and remained until it was badly damaged by
Hurricane Floyd in 1999. Alabama Brigade member Dr. Scott Reynolds of Scottsboro, Alabama, donated the sapling in the name of the Brigade to the Huntsville Botanical Garden.
The Brigade’s donation is recognized by a plaque and on the Garden’s website. A special
dedication ceremony will be held next year.
Alabama Brigade Commander
Sue Royer and Captain of the
Guard Jim Maples are pictured
with the tree. Jim is wearing the
uniform of the unit in which his
ancestor served—Washington’s
Life Guard.

Alabama Brigade Commander
Sue Royer and honorary member Linda Maples decorating
the Valley Forge Soldier tree.

Ornament honoring Private Noah Gillett,
Jr., Commander-in-Chief Susan Gillette
Meer’s ancestor at Valley Forge.
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Tennessee

David Carr, honorary member of DVF and brigade commander Tim Massey were presented Meritorious Service Medals by SAR Southern District vice president general Bobbie Joe
Seals on July 25 at the TNSSAR board of governors meeting in Nashville.

The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals
The Tennessee Brigade has long participated in
The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals in Elizabethton, TN. C-n-C Tim Massey was the first keynote speaker of the national SAR event.
Every DVF C-n-C since Massey has participated
in the event.
Longtime DVF member Ronnie Lail started The
Gathering to honor the memory of the Overmountain Men who gathered there in 1780. As Massey
noted in a 2019 keynote address over 50 had
seen service in the north including wintering at
Valley Forge.
In honor of compatriot Lail the TNSSAR along
with Linda Lail instituted an annual award honoring a Compatriot “For Preserving, and Promoting
the History of The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals
through Dedication of Purpose, Hard Work, and
Providing Education for the Benefit of Future
Generations.

L-R Bobby Joe Seals, Southern District VP SAR,
Linda Lail, Tim Massey, holding the Ronnie Lail
Award of Excellence, Mark Norris, TNSSAR state
president, Davis Carr, past TNSSAR state pres.

Dave Carr and Linda Lail announced the first award recipient as Timothy Massey.
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Tennessee
Our three newest Junior Members, the Daniels boys, were on their way to the black powder shooting range to practice their shooting skills when the mail came. They were so excited to get their DVF membership certificates they took them along for photos! L-R Gideon, Cohen, Ivan.

Missouri
Hello from the Missouri Brigade DVF. As the commander of our state society, I would like to share with
you some information about our brigade and annual
meetings.
Our Missouri Brigade was formed on June 20,1981
by our late founding member Nancy Ragsdale. We
hold our annual meetings on the first Saturday in June.
Our annual meeting includes a social hour, a presentation, and a business meeting. June 2020 would have
been our 40th anniversary meeting. Unfortunately, we
were unable to meet last June because of the quarantine restrictions. We plan to celebrate our anniversary
at next year's meeting on June 5, 2021. Our meeting place is at the Chesterfield Villas in Chesterfield, MO.
If we are in quarantine, I may hold a ZOOM business meeting if we have enough participation. The ZOOM
meetings held by our national DVF society, my DAR Chapter, and my job have greatly inspired me to take this
step when gathering together is not possible. Although there have been many challenges in 2020, it has been truly
heartwarming to see the perseverance of our citizens, leaders, and nation to overcome a pandemic. Our late founding father and president George Washington paved the way for us to never give up. That spirit still holds true today. Many blessings on a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas season.
Beth Herbst, Commander
Missouri Brigade DVF
eherbst1967@gmail.com
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Insert Susan’s Puzzle here.
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DVF Paymaster General Report
This is my first newsletter report as DVF Paymaster General. Since July 1st, I’ve had
the pleasure of interacting with many of you through email, dues notices, other mailings
and even a few phone calls. All together I’ve sent letters and notices to over 1,100 DVF
members since October 1st. Please keep us posted with your current mailing address.
There are few things more frustrating after working on a large mailing effort than getting back letters with the yellow USPS ‘Unable to Forward’ sticker. Email addresses
are also extremely helpful. Please email me jmcneilly@1985.usna.com with any contact information updates. The roster will never be perfect, but that’s always our goal.

Total DVF Assets on October, 31 2020 were $117,514. That’s up $10,286 since July 1st. This increase is largely the result of application fees, 2021 dues payments and your generous donations. Annual dues payments are
tracking as expected. Checks should continue to arrive through year-end. Reminder notices will go out midJanuary to unpaid members. Since July 1st we have welcomed 14 new Life Members increasing the Life Member Trust Fund by $4,700. Member donations have been a notable success. Since July 1st we have received
$1,465 in member donations. This compares to a prior full year total of $321. That’s outstanding! Additionally, we have earned $272 in interest and credit card rewards. The DVF credit card is used for the newsletter,
postage, supplies like envelopes and recurring monthly expenses like storage unit rental, Zoom meeting subscription and website service plan. Payments are made as charges post. We never carry a balance. All monthly
statements are provided electronically to the CIC and Deputy Paymaster General.
We’ve had a few expenses in excess of the budget. The largest unbudgeted expense was $2,194 to move DVF
records from a storage unit in Indianapolis to a storage unit near Valley Forge. This move has reduced storage
unit costs from about $200/month to $66/month. The Valley Forge location also provides convenient access to
the records during our annual Encampment. CIC Susan Gillette Meer spearheaded this effort and supplied most
of the labor – including many miles behind the wheel of a U-Haul truck. She also spent several days organizing
the records and filling in roster gaps. This was a significant expense and effort with long-term benefits. We
also spent $263 to buy pins for the new “Friends of DVF” program. “Friends of DVF” details are available on
the DVF website. We are $126 over budget year-to-date for office supplies. These expenses include things like
new checks, check deposit endorsement stampers and a DVF seal to upgrade the look of membership certificates. All expenses beyond the original budget were approved in advance by the DVF General Staff. Finally,
the $800 annual CIC stipend was not budgeted. This stipend is specifically authorized in the DVF bylaws. The
CIC uses these funds at her discretion for the benefit of the society.
In the Assets section of the Financial Report you will see that our $117,514 balance consists of $31,980 General
Operating Funds that are available for general DVF use and $85,606 in various Restricted Funds. Almost 73%
of our assets are restricted. Unfortunately, there is no documentation on the fund restrictions. That’s unacceptable. In most cases the purpose of the fund can be inferred from the name, but specifically how these funds can
or cannot be used is not well defined. The CIC has formed a Committee to make recommendations to address
this issue. We would be particularly interested in any information anyone might have with regard to the “Emma
Pollock Student Special Purpose Fund”. That fund may be primarily the result of a single large donation. We
would certainly want to abide by the original intent of the donor.
We’ve changed our bank from Bryn Mawr Trust (BMT) to PNC Bank. The primary drivers for the change were
convenience and security. BMT does not have branches near our officers making in-person banking impossible.
In the past, checks collected by our officers were mailed to the Paymaster General and then mailed again to
BMT for deposit. A few years ago, an envelope with several dozen checks was lost in the mail. Recovering
from that episode was a huge headache for my predecessor. With PNC, all DVF officers that receive checks
either have local access to a PNC branch or I have provided them access through the PNC App to electronically
deposit checks. Checks are no longer remailed. Our account automatically sweeps excess funds daily into a
linked money market account. Consequently, we do receive a small amount of interest each month. The PNC
checking and money market accounts are FDIC insured. PNC’s service has been exceptional. Questions are
answered quickly and efficiently.
Finally, I would welcome any questions you might have about DVF’s finances. The best way to reach me is by
email: jmcneilly@1985.usna.com
Jim McNeilly
DVF Paymaster General.
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Jims Financial page
Inserted here….
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$25,000 Grant for Maurice Stephens House
The Valley Forge Park Alliance recently learned that they have been awarded a $25,000 grant to
lay the groundwork for for developing a business plan and capital campaign for rehabilitation of
the Maurice Stephens House. This is the first step in the plans to move the Alliance offices from
their current location on the outskirts of Valley Forge Park to the Maurice Stephens House which is
located in the park across from the Washington Memorial
Chapel on the edge of the Grand Parade. The house was
built in 1816 on the site of General Jedediah Huntington’s
headquarters.
Earlier this year, the Alliance had applied for a “capacity
building grant” from the National Park Foundation, a nonprofit partner to the National Park Service chartered by Congress in 1967. The NPF raises private funds for the benefit
the NPS and seeks to "further the conservation of natural,
scenic, historic, scientific, educational, inspirational, or recreational resources for future generations of Americans." They
have found that the best way to help the park service is to
help the partners.
“A move into the Stephens House will put us in a better position to help the park,” said Molly Duffy, Executive Director of
the Alliance. “It will put the Alliance in the center of the park,
in a location where we can welcome visitors and host more events. It will vastly increase our community outreach.”
She further noted that an advisory group has been assembled to help in this undertaking. These
include individuals with leadership skills essential to developing and moving forward with the project along with others who have expertise in construction. This group will decide the best use of
the house and help put together a capital campaign for its accomplishment.
The Valley Forge Park Alliance Speaker Series for 2020-2021 has gone virtual!
From anywhere in the country you can sign up through event listings on the Alliance website and join in through your computer or even our cell phone. Hope
you can join in from near and far across the country.
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Remembering And Honoring!
Wreaths Across America
Perseverance, Resilience, Honor, Sacrifice
In partnership with the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge, the Valley Forge Park
Alliance will be honoring the soldiers of the American Revolution who perished during the Valley
Forge Encampment with a Wreaths Across America ceremony on Saturday, December 19, 2020.
Wreaths will be laid at the National Memorial Arch in Valley Forge NHP at 12:00 pm.
With the COVID-related cancellation of the customary observances of the March-In to the Encampment at Valley Forge on December 19, 1777, the Alliance particularly welcomes this opportunity to
join with the Descendants and honor those soldiers of the American Revolution who perished during
the Valley Forge Encampment.
The goal is to place 1000 wreaths. For every wreath sponsored, the Valley Forge Park Alliance will
receive $5 to further our mission to support Valley Forge National Historical Park. Order deadline is
Monday, November 30.
The wreaths will be placed on December 19 and will remain up through the end of the year. The public will be encouraged to drive by or walk by the wreaths and pay their respects.
The Alliance is glad to participate in this effort along with other local organizations such as the Paoli
Battlefield Preservation Trust. Those who wish to help the Descendants and the Alliance “Remember”
the fallen, “Honor” those who have served, and “Teach” our children the value of freedom can do so
through the Valley Forge Park page at WreathsAcrossAmerica.org.
Our thanks to Courtney Cunningham and the Descendants for securing the park permit and for inviting the VFP Alliance to sponsor this event.

The Valley Forge Park Alliance
PO Box 117
Valley Forge, PA 19481
(610) 783-1777
info@vfparkalliance.org
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The DVF Book Club
Book Club Announcement!
As the pandemic rages on and we all continue to
practice social distancing, now is the perfect time
to crack open a new book. Over the course of the
summer and fall, we would like to encourage you
to read Nancy K. Loane’s Following the Drum:
Women at the Valley Forge Encampment. We will
hold a virtual event to discuss the book with the
author herself on January 22nd, 2021.
Loane’s book follows both lower- and upper-class
women who wintered at Valley Forge from 17771778, providing insight from multiple perspectives
into an understudied topic, as the history of women
in the American Revolution has long been ignored
in educational settings. Loane’s expertise on this
subject comes from her previous career as a seasonal ranger at Valley Forge. She continues to live at Valley Forge and is an honorary member of DVF. With her wealth of
knowledge, we are truly lucky to be able to talk with her about her book in January.
Hope to see you all virtually then!
These DVF General Staff officers are beefing up their knowledge of Following the Drum so
they will be ready to ask questions and join in the discussion sharing what they have
learned.
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DVF Sock & Food Drive: 12/19/20 – 2/19/21
December 19, 1777 – The Continental Army marched into Valley Forge for the winter. Within 4 days,
George Washington recognized that 2, 898 men, out of approximately 12,000, were unfit for duty due
to poor clothing. That’s 1 in every 4 soldiers. The food rations, at times, were meager. To say that
some of the soldiers were cold and hungry some of the time is an understatement, considering it was
winter.
This winter, consider honoring your cold and hungry patriot at Valley Forge by helping someone in your city stay warm and be fed. DVF is asking you to purchase white crew socks and canned
food for donation. Once you have made your purchase, just contact your local homeless shelter to
donate your socks and your local food bank to donate your canned food. Try Googling “donate to
homeless shelter near me” or “donate to food bank near me” and you will get several local suggestions. If each active member participated in this drive, imagine the number of people we could help.
When you have made your donation, please log your donations with DVF by using the link to the DVF
Sock & Food Drive Donation Form or by emailing your total number of donations to DVFCommanderInChief@gmail.com. Thank you for making your community a better place.

The Last Roll
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The last enemy destroyed is death. 1 Corinthians 15:26

Minetta S. Newbold #135
Raleigh, NC
February 11, 2018
Mary J. Kuckelman #450
San Antonio, TX
August 4, 2016
Helen A. Piergalline #742
West Chester, PA
April 7, 2018
John W. Persohn III #775
Horseshoe Bay, TX
January 17, 2017
James F. Blauer #833
Newport Beach, CA
October 2, 2020
Helen S. Taylor #846
Addison, NY
September 4, 2016
Betty Beck Dean #898
Miami, OK
January 17, 2018
Glyn Etta Gilpin Melcher #1044
College Station, TX
May 15, 2015
Virginia H. Massie #1089
Westminster, MD
March 19, 2019
Howard Franklyn Horne Jr. #1112
Greenville, DE
February 25, 2020
Roberta Mae Parks #1146
Iowa City, IA
October 23, 2020
Thomas Richard Holcombe #1260
Alpharetta, GA
June 17, 2013
Billy J. Patterson #1301
Georgetown, TX
May 14, 2019
Bette Innes Bradway #1332
Niskayuna, NY
July 31, 2018
John Francis Haws Jr. #1350
Tulsa, OK
May 20, 2020
Doris M.Glade Vogel #1374
Holcomb, IL
November 16, 2020
Sundra Smith Hall #1401
Athens, TX
November 2, 2016
Randall G. Clack #1676
Columbus, IN
February 20, 2015
Frank K. Towberman #1746
Claremont, VA
December 7, 2019
Edwin Gray Pierson Jr. #1804
Houston, TX
July 1, 2020
Robert Dale Howell Sr. #1945
Bedford, IN
April 28, 2016
Kathleen Keith #1979
Harrisville, WV
January 30, 2020
Wincie Chenault Campbell #2066
Sugar Land, TX
June 29, 2019
Donny C. Carson #2190
Greer, SC
October 8, 2018
John Charles Echerd #2312
Ooltewah, TN
October 27, 2020
Eugene R. Jones Sr. #2347
Garrettsville, OH
July 8, 2019
Alice Troutman Hornback #2419
Venice, FL
June 28, 2020
Richard Dean Wright #2440
Rogers City, MI
March 21, 2020
The older deaths have just now been reported to the Society.

New Members

We welcome the following new members into the Society and we take great pride in honoring their ancestors who
served under the command of General George Washington at Valley Forge during the winter encampment of 177778
L-denotes Life Membership; JM denotes Junior Membership; S– denotes a Supplemental Line

2753 Kimberly L. Ungerman Shelby Township, MI Col. Daniel Broadhead Sr. 8th Penn. Regt.
2754 Sharon Steel Miller Hannover, MD Surg. Mate Phillip Moses Russell 2nd VA Regt.
2755 Narda Blanche Gillette Rathbun Monroeville, PA Pvt. Noah Gillette
8th CT Regt.
2756L Christina Marie Ramos South San Francisco, CA Pvt. Samuel Billings 1st CT Regt.
2757 Karl Albert Meer
Pittsburgh, PA
Fifer David Jacobs
3rd PA Regt.
2758 Haley Rebekah Salitros Lancaster Vincennes, IN Pvt. Charles Carter 2nd VA Regt.
2759 Adam Robert Boyce
Reading, VT
Pvt. Samuel Adams
2nd CT Dragoons
2760 Glena Marie Crank Holste North Oaks, MN
Pvt. Jacob Dooley
5th VA Regt.
2761 Stanley Ray Leslie Rochester Hill, MI
Corp. Thomas Stephens 2nd VA Regt.
2762 Kevin Mark Forrest Rancho Santa Margareta, CA Pvt. Timothy Kennard 12th Mass.
2763L Sharon Dianne Foster Breyfogle Columbia, TN Pvt. Elisha Garland 3rd NC Regt.
2764 Judith Adele Wheeler Frank Placentia, CA
Capt. Ebenezer Hill
7th CT Regt.
2765 Patrice Renee Donnelly Birmingham, AL Pvt. Reuben Nickerson
N. H. Regt.
2766 Sara Lillian French
Syracuse, NY
Pvt. Russell Rose
4th MA Regt.
2767 Geoffrey Robert French Cundall Syracuse, NY
Pvt. Russell Rose
4th MA Regt.
2768 Gail Marie Broadhead Herrman Saint Petersburg, FL Capt. Ebenezer Hill 7th CT Regt.
2769 Katherine Anne Broadhead Darrell Punta Gorda, FL Capt. Ebenezer Hill 7th CT Regt.
2770 Barbara Fenner Reid Hartung Prospect, KY Capt. Robert Fenner
2nd NC Regt.
2771 Beverly Ann Burden
Honolulu, HI
Pvt. Daniel Metcalf
1st CT Regt.
2772L Holly Ann Stone Blair
Springfield, MA
Capt. Stephen Ashby
12th VA Regt.
2773 Linda Louise Mansur
Nashville, TN
Pvt. Peter Cockrell
5th VA Regt.
2774JM Cody Wyatt Morrow
Round Rock, TX Pvt. Michael Sisler
7th PA Regt.
2775 Nicole DeMarinis
Mentor, OH
Life Guard George Albin 8th VA Regt.
2776 Mark Anthony Holland
Middletown, OH Pvt. Moses Loomis III
2nd CT Regt.
2777 Diane Thomason
Fountain Hills, CA Capt. Elisha Thomas
13th VA Regt.
2778 Lillian Scott Leslie
San Diego, CA
Capt. Llewellen Jones 1st VA Dragoons
2779L Jo Ellen Heil
Ventura, CA
Sgt. William Irvin
14th VA Regt.
2780 Jolene Picht Dodge
Escalante, UT
Sgt. James Kelly
3rd VA Regt.
2781 Valerie Phillips Gildehaus Matthews, NC
Sgt. Robert Porter
8th PA Regt.
2782 Mary Harrah
Fayetteville, GA Pvt. James Waldrop
6th VA Regt.
2783 Carolyn Mallory
Russellville, KY
Sgt. George Oakley
1st VA Regt.
2784 Christine Pennington Correia Cape Coral, FL Pvt. John See Sr.
12 VA Regt.
2785 Karon Jarrard
San Diego, CA
Pvt. Michael Conley
2nd MD Regt.
2786 Belinda Inez Wilson
Raleigh, NC
Corp. Henry Woody
1st VA Regt.
2787 Brenda Austin Mason
Dripping Springs, TX Corp. Lisby Turpin
5th VA Regt.
2788 Mark C. Anthony
Greer, SC
Pvt. John Lipscomb 1st VA Dragoons
2789 Morgan Meyr Lake
Jackson, MO
Pvt. Constantine O’Neil PA Rifle Corps
2790 Rebecca Sue Bratcher Morgan Sarasota, FL Pvt. Matthias Shults
8th VA Regt.
2791 Marion Wortham Joyce
Chapel Hill, TN
Pvt. John Warner
2nd NC Regt.
2792 Leslie Brosi
Dallas, TX
Drummer Samuel Pickerill 1st VA Regt.
2793 Margaret Kay Burt-Willson Grosse Pointe, MI Pvt. Steven Thompson Sr. 8th CT Regt.
2794 Karen Richway Christensen Syracuse, NY Pvt. Peter Angle Sr.
1st VA Regt.
2795 William Joseph Golembieski Brewerton, NY Pvt. Peter Angle Sr.
1st VA Regt.
2796 Gayle E. Gallant
Ticonderoga, NY Lt. John Moore
1st NH Regt.
2797 Lisa Gallant O’Brien
Albany, NY
Lt. John Moore
1st NH Regt.
2798 Sharon Finley Sweeney
Sarasota, FL
Pvt. David McGee
14th VA Regt.
Continued on Page 22
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New Members
2799 Barbara Elaine Teague
2800 Marcie Titsworth Thompson
2801 Melodie Elaine Smith Daniels
2802JM Joshua Ivan Daniels
2803JM John Cohen Daniels
2804JM Lane Gideon Daniels

New Lenon, IL
Spring, TX
Limestone, TN
Limestone, TN
Limestone, TN
Limestone, TN

Sgt. Robert Porter
Pvt. John McMullen
Pvt. George Belcher
Pvt. George Belcher
Pvt. George Belcher
Pvt. George Belcher

8th PA Regt.
10th VA Regt.
15th VA Regt.
15th VA Regt.
15th VA Regt.
15th VA Regt.

New Life Members
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Carol A. Felsen

2379L

Guilderland, NY

Glen Matheson

2511L

Uxbridge, MA

Sandra Kay Vogen

2124L

Newark, IL

Michael Thomas Mangum

2714L

Little Egg Harbor, NJ

David Wade Morton, Ed.D.

2286L

Manlius, NY

Joanne Williams Hindman

2629L

Kansas City, MO

Sally Elizabeth Davis

2191L

Harwich, MA

Kim DeNell Estes

2715L

Clyde, TX

Anne Damron Witherspoon

2447L

Lucas, TX

Holly Stone Blair

2772L

Springfield, MA

Diehlman Word Estes Jr.

2716L

Baird, TX

Connie Sue Schroeder

2211L

Stafford, VA

Mary Davis Petersen

2169L

Harlan, IA

William Roy Hearter Jr. MD

2296L

Hazelton, PA

Christina Marie Ramos

2756L

South San Francisco, CA

Sharon Dianne Foster Breyfogle

2763L

Columbia, TN

Not
Available
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